ogged with sand; prospects their earlier notification of
ng funds The
are uncertain
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The contractor’s soundings showed a wide section
of the channel about 50-75
— A buildup yards out from the ends of
the channel the piers had a depth of only
of the St. Jo- 15 feet 8 inches to 16 feet,
shut off ac- LaValley said.
Subsequent soundings by
or for ships,
Wednesday. the Army Corps of Engiment proba- neers “more or less solidiend of the fied” the contractor’s readping season, ings, he said. The Corps told
deral money officials that no money is
dge in 2012, available for dredging.
Officials
and dock
operators
got
their
first inkling
We knew there was a that conditions had
problem when that
boat ran aground but deteriorated
when
the
self-unloadwe didn’t realize it
Manitowas as significant as er
woc, carryit is.
ing 12,500
tons of limeLARRY LAVALLEY
stone, ran
Harbormaster
aground
while
app ro a c h i n g
said, “par- the harbor Dec. 6.
The crew managed to
the attitude
m Washing- work the vessel free and it
left without reaching its desp., which op- tination, Dock 63 on Marina
terminal in Island.
“We knew there was a
d a contract soundings problem when that boat ran
a tug and aground but we didn’t realize
ble to reach it was as significant as it is,”
LaValley said. A sounding
was carrying taken by the ship at that time
cement and showed 17 feet 6 inches of
6 inches of water off the pier ends.
Harbor maintenance is
e but found
shallow, La- the responsibility of the
vessel’s cap- Army Corps. The outer harattempt to bor is supposed to have a
diverted to
See HARBOR page A6

d news:

ess rate falls to 3-year low

S HOFFMAN

— Michiber jobless
y to 9.8 perelow double
first time in
e state anesday.
seasonally
mployment
0.8 percentm October
0.5 percent
ore, accordchigan DeTechnology,

Management & Budget.
The last time the jobless
rate was this low was in October 2008, when it stood
at 9.4 percent. It’s the first
time since November 2008
that the rate has been below 10 percent, and a far
cry from when the rate hit
14.1 percent in September
2009.
However, Michigan’s unemployment rate continues
to exceed the national rate,
which was 8.6 percent in
November, down 0.4 percentage points from the
previous month.
Follow
us on:
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See BLACK, page A2

BERRIEN TRIAL COURT

Martel
Miller
takes
plea deal
Miller is final
defendant in video
extortion case
By DEBRA HAIGHT
H-P Correspondent

were shocked by what they
discovered about the daily
struggle to find water in
much of the world, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa.
Donovan Cool, 11,
learned that kids his age or
younger have to travel six
or seven miles round-trip,
several times a day, to
bring water to their
homes.
Dar Comfort, 12, added
that the water they find is
often “disgusting” and
filled with bacteria. “They
don’t drink the water because they want to, but because they have to.”
The lack of clean water
creates a “domino effect,”
explained Gabby Hardy,
11.
Children who become
sick from drinking dirty
water can’t make it to
school, and sick adults
can’t support their families, adding to their poverty.
Unclean water is a leading cause of death in these
countries. The Water Project reports that a child dies
every 15 seconds from a
lack of clean water.
Water-related illnesses
kill more people than wars,
according to The Water

NILES — The last defendant in the Niles teen
sex video extortion scandal
has accepted a plea deal.
The second day of jury
selection in his trial was
under way Wednesday
morning when Martell
Miller agreed to plead
guilty to lesser charges.
Miller, 18, pleaded guilty
to two counts, one each in
the two criminal cases
against him, and is unlikely
to be sent to prison. Miller’s lawyer, Shannon Sible,
said sentencing guidelines
for Miller are expected to
call for a year or less in jail
since he has no prior record.
Unlike his co-defendants, Miller will not have
to register as a sex offender.
He remains in jail awaiting
sentencing after his bond
was revoked Wednesday.
The charges that Miller
pleaded to Wednesday
were attempted assault
with intent to do great
bodily harm less than murder, a five-year felony, and
assault and battery, a 93day misdemeanor. He will
be sentenced Jan. 30. He
faced charges that carried
a maximum penalty of life
in prison if he had continued with the trial.
He had faced five charges stemming from the main
case involving threats made
March 18. A girl was
threatened that a video of
her having sex with another co-defendant, Martise
Washington, would be
posted on Facebook if she
didn’t have sex with three
other young men.
The five charges Miller
faced from that incident
were two counts of

See CONCERN, page A6

See PLEA, page A6

John Madill / H-P staff

Upton Middle School students in Joe Rommel’s Language Arts class show off their blue bracelets Tuesday in the school’s media center. The wristbands read, “I’m Giving Water,” as the
students raised money for an African well by giving up their favorite beverages for two weeks
while drinking water instead. Ann St. Amand (left), president of Phyco Tech Inc. in St. Joseph,
is matching the funds collected by the students.

A well of deep concern

Upton students work
up a thirst learning
about world water
shortages
By JOHN MATUSZAK
H-P Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — It’s
something
that
most
Americans take for granted, but 1 billion people –
one in seven of the world’s
population – do not have
access to clean water.
That shortage affects everything from health to
education to economic development.
Inspired by a story in
their new textbooks, sixthgraders at Upton Middle
School have decided to
take a small role against
these appalling conditions
by raising money for a well
for an African village.
The students in Joe
Rommel’s language arts
class have raised almost
$600 to be donated to The
Water Project, and Ann St.
Amand, director of PhycoTech, a water analysis
company in St. Joseph, has
agreed to match the money
the students collect.
Their contributions will
be combined with contributions from other schools

The Newspaper
for Southwest Michigan

to build a well, which costs
around $2,500.
“Here you can go to a
tap and get a drink of water anytime you want,”
said St. Amand, who supervises the UpStream
ecology program at Upton. “In other parts of the
world some people walk
miles just to get a drink of
water. You can go two
weeks without food, but
you can only go two or
three days without water.”
The
students
were
prompted to action by the
true story, “Ryan and Jimmy and the Well That
Brought Them Together,”
about an American student who raised money to
bring clean water to a
Ugandan village.
When the Upton students expressed an interest
in doing something similar, Rommel assigned them
the task of researching the
issue and finding the best
way to make a difference.
“Anytime they can connect to something outside
of school, it’s important,”
said Rommel.
It was the first time
Rommel could recall one
of his classes starting a
fundraiser based on their
class reading.
As with the boy in the
story, the Upton students
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Project.
Children – typically girls
– who have to haul water
can’t attend school, said
Upton student Haley Rich,
12. Older girls quit school
because there are no sanitary facilities. The lack of
education feeds poverty in
a vicious cycle.
“It impacts education so
much, because they are
spending so much time
physically hauling water”
in cans that can weigh as
much as 40 pounds, Rommel said.
“The reason almost all
of the (African) continent
is poor is because of water,”
Gabby said.

Skipping coffee
The

students

selected

The Water Project as the
best conduit for helping to
alleviate this problem, and
Rommel set up an Upton
page on the organization’s
website to encourage and
track donations.
The students spoke to
other classes at the school
and explained the plight of
people who don’t have
clean water. Students and
teachers took a two-week
pledge to give up their favorite beverages, such as
coffee and pop, and donate
the money to the well project. Those who took the
pledge wore blue armbands
supplied by The Water
Project.
St. Amand was pushed
by her daughter, Katie, an
Upton seventh-grader, to
give up coffee, and then
volunteered to match the
money collected by students.
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her life will
be held at 11
a.m. on Friday, Dec. 16,
at the Napier

WESNER

A site for the well has not
yet been selected, but it will
be in Uganda, the location
of the story that first inspired the students.
The Upton students will
be informed when a location is selected and will be
provided with GPS coordinates and photographs.
Videos from villages that
have received wells show
children and adults who
are overjoyed, the Upton
students said.
“Just from water,” Gabby
said.
The project also has
made the students mindful
of how much water is wasted in this country. The
United Nations Development Program reported in
2006 that the average
American used 575 liters of
water every day, the highest
rate of usage in the world.
Ethiopians use 11 liters

ows, Ill., and David (Eileen)
Wesner of Columbia City,
Ind.; her 12 grandchildren
and her seven great-grandchildren.
per person per day, and
Rwandans use 15 liters.
The students also learned
simple ways to cut back on
usage, such as turning off
the faucet while brushing
your teeth, which can save
four gallons of water.
Cutting back on shower
time from 15 to eight or 10
minutes can save a great
deal of water, Haley Rich
suggested.
St. Amand wants the students to make good decisions about using these resources, because “every
source of water is connected to every other source of
water on the planet.”
The students have completed their fundraising at
school, but people interested in donating may contact
Rommel at Jrommel@
sjschools.org, or visit the
Upton page at thewaterproject.org.
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